Greetings Deuce Spouses!

I am very happy to have this opportunity to say hello to those of you I have not met and to those of you I have!  I hope to have the chance to meet all of you in the next few months.  

First, let me briefly introduce myself.  My name is Silke Edwards.  My husband, LTC Jim Edwards is the Battalion Commander of the 202nd Military Intelligence Battalion.  Our family just moved here to Fort Gordon from Fort Hood, Texas.  We are grateful for the support that we have received from you.  We want you to know that we are committed to making the 202nd Military Intelligence Battalion a great organization for soldiers and their families. 

Part of making the 202nd MI Bn a great organization is maintaining a strong Family Readiness Group (FRG) – at all levels.  Having said that let me take this opportunity to put in a shameless plug for volunteer support.   If you have not already done so, please consider volunteering your time with either your company FRG or the Battalion’s FRG Steering Committee, known as the Deuce Council.

The Deuce Council is a link between the company FRGs and the battalion commander and staff. It provides information, support and guidance and helps to plan battalion-level events and activities.  The Deuce Council consists of both military and non-military (i.e. spouses) volunteers.  There are several positions open to anyone interested in helping the FRG at the battalion level. While there are many types of committees that we can form, my top three priorities are: 

1. Special Events Committee Chairperson - plans organizes and executes FRG activities and special events such as holiday parties (this could be a one-time event or ongoing) 

2. Battalion FRG Newsletter Editor - coordinates newsletter preparation, publishing and distribution 

3. Fundraiser Committee Chairperson - manages all FRG fundraising activities, including coordination, permission and recruiting 

I want to thank those who have stepped up already and volunteered their time and talents.  We have a great group of FRG leaders and active volunteers who have devoted many hours and lots of energy to supporting our soldiers and their families.  We can always use more volunteers, however.  Each of you will have different levels at which you would like to be involved.  If you want to donate your time with baked goods for functions or fund-raisers - that is great!  If you want to share a special talent or craft with your FRG group - that is great!  If you can only come to a meeting every other month - that is great!  I understand how busy we all are and that our priorities have to be with our families first, so whatever you are willing to give of yourself and your time we are happy to have it. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns please feel free to contact me or anyone else in the chain of concern.

Sincerely,
Silke Edwards
