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BASIC FACTS


ABOUT


DRUGS:  METHAMPHTAMINE





What is Methamphetamine?





Methamphetamine is an addictive drug that belongs to a class of drugs known as stimulants.  Like cocaine, it is a powerful “upper” that produces alertness and elation, along with a variety of adverse reactions.  The effects of Methamphetamine, however, are much longer lasting than the effects of cocaine, yet the cost is much the same.  For that reason, Methamphetamine is sometimes called the “poor man’s cocaine” and is the most commonly abused.





Methamphetamine is made illegally with relatively inexpensive over the counter ingredients.  Many of the ingredients that are used to produce Methamphetamine, such as drain cleaner, batter acid, and antifreeze, are extremely dangerous. 


Street 	Terms:


Speed, meth, crank, crystal-meth glass, ice


Form:


A white, odorless powder that easily dissolves in water


Clear chunky crystals, called crystal meth, or ice


Small, brightly colored tablets (yaba)


History of Ecstasy





Amphetamines first came to this country at the start of the 1930’s, and abuse of amphetamine sulfate (Benzedrine) and dextroamphetamine (Dexedrine) pills became widespread during the 1950’s and 60’s.  These pills were commonly prescribed by physicians, most often for weight loss, and massively diverted to the illicit market.  Methamphetamine was also traded on the street, mostly as a powder that could be snorted or made into an injectable solution.





Injection of amphetamines dates from the 60’s, when some users began shooting the drug into their veins to achieve a more intense “high.”  High-intensity users, who became known as “speed freaks,” would often inject amphetamine for days, until overcome by exhaustion or psychosis.  The aggressive behavior of these users, their volatile temper, physical depletion, and profound weight loss gave to the once-familiar warning that “speed” kills.”





Clandestine laboratories in California and Mexico are the primary sources of supply for Methamphetamine available in the United States.  
































		





 What are some of the consequences of using Methamphetamine?





( Sleeplessness





( Loss of appetite and weight loss





( Nausea, vomiting, diarrhea





( Elevated body temperature





( Skin ulceration and infection, the result of picking at imaginary bugs





( Paranoia





( Depression








			














Yaba, New Form of Meth, Now Appearing in U.S.





California is experiencing a new form of Methaphetamine use.  Most Methamphetamine is injected with needles, snorted or smoked.  The new form is taken orally and comes in the form of a tablet small enough to fit in the end of a drinking straw.





The tablets, often called by their Thai name, yaba, are a mixture of Methamphetamine and caffeine and are most often produced in Southeast Asia.  Yaba use in the United States is too new to yield much information about distribution patterns, but it appears that it is confined mostly to the Asian communities in the northern California and Los Angeles areas.





Among users, there is a perception that tablets are safer.  Tablet users avoid the possibility of contracting AIDS or hepatitis by sharing needles and have needle marks running up and down their arms.  On the other hand, tablets do a “rush” the brief, intense sensation experienced by those who inject or snort Methamphetamine.





In the United States, Methamphetamine tablets are commonly reddish-orange or green and have a variety of logos, with “WY” the most common.





For more information about the prevention of drugs/alcohol,


please call:   Employee Assistant Program Coordinator


791-5797 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:pringlek@gordon.army.mil" ��email�








