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PCP


What is PCP?
Phencyclidine, more commonly known as PCP, is a white crystalline powder that readily dissolves in water.  PCP is produced in clandestine labs and sometimes passed off as a hallucinogen with less extreme effects.  In large quantities it smells like strong ammonia.

How is it taken?

PCP can be snorted, smoked, injected, or swallowed.  PCP is most commonly sold in the form of a powder, liquid, capsules, or tablets.  Most often the crystalline powder is sprinkled on a leafy substance such as tobacco, parsley, mint, oregano, or marijuana, and then smoked in rolled cigarettes.

The Effects? / The Risks?

The drug effects of PCP can be unpredictable and are often severe.  A moderate amount of PCP often causes the user to feel detached, distant and estranged from his surroundings.  In some users PCP may result in acute anxiety, auditory hallucinations, image distortion, severe mood disorders, and amnesia.  A blank stare, rapid and involuntary eye movements, and an exaggerated gait are among the more observable effects.  PCP users usually start to feel the effects of the drug in 2 to 5 minutes when it is smoked, and 30 to 60 minutes when taken orally.  The user usually peaks 15 to 30 minutes after smoking and stays high for 4 to 6 hours.  The effects of the drug are usually gone in 24 to 48 hours.

Street Terms

PCP, Angel Dust, Supergrass, Killer Weed, Embalming, Rocket Fuel, wack, ozone, 
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Parents Warned of Possible Deadly Effects of

"Robo Tripping"

The United States Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) is issuing a safety warning to parents, schools, and local communities about the increase incidence of dextromethorphan abuse, the cough suppressant in over the counter cough and cold medications.  In recent reports, the abuse of dextromethorphan, has shown a disturbing increase in the Detroit Michigan area.  In addition, there have been reported cases of overdose throughout the United States that have resulted in coma and death.

Dextromethorphan or “DXM”, a semisynthetic narcotic, is an ingredient found in any cold medicine with “DM’ or “Tuss” in the title or name.  There are approximately 70 different products on the market that contain DXM.  

Teens who have experimented with DXM have been reported to drink three or four bottles of cough syrup in one day and take up to 20-30 tablets of Coricidin (a popular tablet).  Many teens that purchase and consume excessive amounts of over the counter cold medications to reach the desired effect is often referred to as “Robo Tripping”.  Effects from over ingestion include slurred speech, hyper-excitability, lethargy, sweating, hypertension, and loss of coordination, seizures, and hallucinations.  Coma and death may result from taking cold medicines with DXM.

Today, over the counter medications can also be purchased over the Internet.  Therefore, parents need be aware of predators attempting to lure children to purchase risky products that can be harmful to their health.


For more information about the prevention of drugs/alcohol abuse,


please contact:  Karen C. Pringle, Employee Assistant Program Coordinator,


791-5797 or 7148 or email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:pringlek@gordon.army.mil" ��pringlek@gordon.army.mil�























