a %orps was founded on 21 June 1860 when MAJ Albert J. Myer, a doctor by
issioned as the first Chief Signal Officer. MAJ Myer modified a system of
Alites that he had developed in a doctoral thesis and transposed them into
practical semaphore system of communications, with its red and white

t!ps expanded and became a separate Army branch on 3 March 1863. Its
dﬂuéey the use of the telegraph and lighter-than-air military balloons.

i the first American weather bureau and subsequently
o Arctic polar regions. One of these expeditions was
ecame a general and Medal of Honor winner. In 1873
the idea of simultaneous worldwide meteorological
e in Vienna, Austria. This goal was eventually
t significant achievements in science, as well as in

nal Corps proved vital to the war effort by providing
afis. They also developed photography for combat
intellig ;nce and historical purpeses. This ignal support grew rapidly during World War Il and
Wat when new ahd’ ﬁnpmved oémmunications networks and equipment capable of

#ggular U.S. Army ground o enter Vietnam was the 39th Signal Battalion,
with the old Army maxim: ‘‘The communicators are the firstones in and the last
ietnam era saw the most ambitious communications systems ever developed by
tive use under extremely hazardous and demanding conditions.

h the Signal Corps’ contributions to military operations have been significant, its
,9n5$|nnovat|ons are equally important in peacetime. The research, development,
M!v equipment and ideas are continuing and vital missions. Of particular
ent_times have been the developments of closed-circuit television for
ellite communications. The Signal Corps, proud of its record in war
fmined to follow the motto: “Get the message through!”



