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Cocaine
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What is Cocaine?
Powdered cocaine is a stimulant that is removed from the leaves of the cocoa plant, found in South America.  The drug is sold to users as fine, white, crystallize powder.  During the 19th century, cocaine was first used as an anesthetic for eye, nose, and throat surgeries, because of its ability to constrict blood vessels and limit bleeding.

How is it taken?

Cocaine is the most potent stimulant of natural origin.  The drug can be snorted (inhaled through the nose) and reaches the brain within 3 to 5 minutes, while an injection reaches the brain within 15 to 30 seconds.  Another route is smoking, which involves inhaling cocaine vapor or smoke into the lungs where absorption into the bloodstream is as rapid as by injection.

The Effects? / The Risks?

Individuals who use Cocaine may become restless, irritable, and anxious.  Use of powdered cocaine can result in constricted blood vessels and increased temperature, heart rate, and blood pressure.  Using Cocaine along with alcohol can increase the risk of sudden death.

Street Terms

Aspirin, Aunt, Birdie powder, Bolivan marching, powder, Candy sugar, Devil’s dandruff, Fast white lady, Flake, Happy powder, Shake, Coke
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Ibogaine, The Cure for Drug Addiction?

Howard Lotsoff, founder of the drug, Ibogaine (a plant used in West African rituals) has patented the drug molecule for purposes of addiction treatment. The drug is utilized to stop the physical addiction without causing withdrawal, and it deals with the underlying psychological issues, which lead to drug use.  Therefore, Lotsoff, who accidentally discovered the drug in 1962, attempted to pass the drug through FDA, but was denied because of potential for abuse and no medical value and declared as an illegal Schedule 1. 

According to the latest article from the Journal of the American Medical Association, the JAMA piece, Addiction Treatment Strives for legitimacy, describes ibogaines stalled and tortured path through the regulatory agencies.  The article stated that the treatments frustrated supporters in the U.S. that they have set up an Underground Railroad to provide addicts access to the drug.

An article published by Star, described Ibogaine as a Rare Root and has Celebrities announcing the drug as a hot ticket for recovery of a drug addiction. The article insinuates that some of our favorite A-listers not only get cured but also enjoy the hallucinations as an illicit fringe benefit.

Outside of the U.S., new clinics have opened in Mexico, Vancouver, and Europe, offering reasonably priced and medically supervised opportunities to try ibogaine as a method of overcoming addiction.  In fact, at one new Vancouver clinic, the treatment is free.  The Vancouver clinic currently has three full-time employees: two facilitators and one screener, who screen for heart problems and other medical conditions that, would contraindicate the treatment.  It is estimated that treatment for each patient costs around $1500, which includes two administrations of the drug.

Although there is little scientific study of the drug Ibogaine, founders of the Ibogaine Clinics, have stated that Ibogaine is just a plant from the earth, which gives guidance to show how a person really is.  The founders plan to set up several nonprofit clinics, including one for Mexican addicts who cannot afford the price for foreigners. 
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