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SUBJECT: Restricted Contacts with Former DOD Officials and Retired Military Officers
1.  Purpose:  To provide the Senior Army Leadership with information on prohibited contacts with former Army personnel.

2.  Facts: 

    a.  Former senior DOD civilian employees and retired general officers are prohibited from attempting to influence official actions in their former department or agency for one year after their departure from DOD. (Often called the one-year "cooling off" restriction.)   For Flag and General Officers, “agency” always includes the officer’s Military Department.  (For example, an Army general who retires after spending her last 2-year tour of duty at DARPA, will have a 1-year “cooling off” period for DARPA and the Army.)  18 USC 207(c)  

    b.  Former officers and employees are forever prohibited from representing someone in a particular matter that involved non-Federal parties, and in which they were personally and substantially involved while working for the U.S. Government.  18 USC 207(a)(1)
    c.  Former officers and employees are prohibited from representing someone else for two years after departing DOD on any matter which was under their general supervisory responsibility during their last year of U.S. Government service.  18 USC 207(a)(2)
    d.  Federal officials who retired after December 31, 1997, and had authority to award contacts, make payments, set overhead rates, and settle claims of more than $10 million are prohibited for a period of one year after the official action from working for the contractor who received the payment.  41 USC 423
    e.  As a Senior Army Leader, you must ensure that your command does not contribute to violation of these restrictions.  If business visitors frequently visit your command, you should, in coordination with your Staff Judge Advocate, implement a control program to screen business visitors.
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