Certification Training for Ranges, Training Areas and facilities 

a.
Range Control will conduct Certification training at 0750 every second and fourth Friday of each month at the Range Training Complex on Range 6. Fort Gordon Form FG 6729-R-E (Range Certification) will be issued upon completion. Certification is valid for 2 years from date of issue. 

b.
All personnel desiring to become Range/Training Area Certified must be E-7/SFC or above for OIC and E-6/SSG for RSO, have a memorandum signed by the Battalion Commander certifying that they are proficient on the appropriate weapon system(s) and all applicable regulations. This memorandum must be received in the Range Control office NLT 1600 the Wednesday prior to Certification training. An example of this memorandum is on the Range Control Web page. Class size is limited to no more than forty personnel.  

Requests for Ranges and Training Areas/facilities

a.
Units using Fort Gordon Ranges, Training Areas or facilities in violation of ANY provision of this SOP, USASC&FG Regulation 210-21, AR 200-2, are subject to be removed from the Range, Training Area or facility for a 30-day period.  

a. No Agency, Directorate, Unit or Organization shall: schedule, sign for and/or hold Ranges, Training Areas or facilities in an “open for training status” without occupying said areas; sub-let Ranges, Training Areas or facilities they have scheduled or signed for without the proper authorization of Chief Range Control.

c.
Ranges, Training Areas and facilities should be scheduled based on unit mission/goals and size of unit. 

d.
Only E-7/SFC’s or above of the unit occupying/utilizing that particular Range, Training Area or facility and be range certified will be authorized to assume responsibility for Ranges, Training Areas and facilities. This responsibility CANNOT be delegated. The individual that signed for the Range, Training Area or facility must accompany the Range Inspector during the clearing process to ensure the Range, Training Area or facility is properly cleared. 

e.
Units must sign for Training Areas prior to occupation, failure to follow this procedure will result in the unit completely removing all assets from the Range, Training Area or facility until the area is properly signed for. 

f.
When units sign for a Range, Training Area, facility they assume responsibility for the condition it is in at the time of occupation. Refuse of any type becomes the responsibility of the using unit. However, a two-hour window exists immediately after occupation that units can advise Range Control of refuse, for which they will not be responsible. Units must ensure Range Control is notified of all discrepancies and that they are annotated on the Assumption of responsibility statement.

g.
Units equipped with Range Facility Management Support System (RFMSS) must schedule all Ranges, Training Areas or facilities, using the remote access program 30 days prior to date of requested training. A Unit Environmental Checklist will be submitted a minimum of 30 days from date of training with all pertinent data concerning training to be performed (Unit Environmental checklists can be obtained from the FG Garrison web page)   

h.
All other units must submit a memorandum in two copies to the Commander, USASC&FG, ATTN: ATZH-DPP-R  (off-post units, USAR, ARNG, and civilian organizations must submit their request to the Commander, USASC&FG, ATTN: ATZH-RCT) a minimum of 30 working days prior to desired date of usage.  Requests will contain a point of contact (POC) familiar with the planned activities.  The POC will contact Range Control minimum 1-week prior to confirm scheduled Ranges Training Areas or facilities.  

i.
Requests for Training Areas will include six-digit grid coordinates for command post.  Digging of foxholes and use of Pyrotechnics must be requested on the unit Environmental Impact requests. 

j.
No Pyrotechnics of any type will be used without proper authorization from Range Control. Requests for the use of Pyrotechnics by any unit will be made on a DAILY basis. Use of Pyrotechnics will be based on the Fire Danger Category obtained by Range Control at that time. Units planning to use Pyrotechnic devices are encouraged to sign for and use Pyrotechnic burn barrels from Range Control, regardless of the Fire Danger Category. Pyrotechnics are defined as any device capable of igniting or causing an uncontrolled fire these include but are not limited to Colored smoke grenades, CS gas grenades, Artillery simulators, Aerial parachute or ground flares, Tracer or incendiary rounds.

k. Ranges, Training Areas and facilities should be scheduled based on unit mission/goals and size of unit. 

Clearing Ranges, Training Areas and facilities

a.
Clearing of all Ranges, Training Areas and facilities will be accomplished in person by the OIC for that Range, Training Area or facility and a certified Range Control Range Inspector.

b.
Clearing of Training Areas will be accomplished in the following manner: The OIC for that Range, Training Area(s) or facilities will accompany the Range Inspector to any and all areas occupied, this will ensure all areas of concern are properly inspected and cleared. However, the Range Inspector will not wait while deficiencies are corrected nor assist in the cleaning, policing, digging or marking of areas that need attention, the Range Inspector is there to provide guidance as to how and what needs to be done in order for the OIC to clear that area. Areas that fail to meet the inspection standard will be cleaned immediately by the using unit, after all short comings have been corrected it is the OIC’s responsibility to ensure the areas of concern are re-inspected by a Range Inspector. EXCEPTION: UXO found in the area during the clearing process will require marking of the immediate area around the UXO and notification of Range Control.

c.
The following are Examples of deficiencies for Training Areas and facilities.   Un-filled holes, equipment missing or broken, fuel spills, lumber, palettes, trash, sand bags, ground rods, tent pegs, stakes, concertina wire, fence posts, expended Pyrotechnics, communications wire, piled up trees for fighting positions, road blocks or dismount points. All deficiencies or items must either be corrected or removed as to place the area in its original state, prior to occupation by that unit.

Cancellations and No-shows  

a.
Once a unit determines that a Range, Training Area or facility will not be needed or used, the unit must cancel through the RFMSS system. Range Control should be notified as soon as possible 791- 5005/5008. This will allow Range Control to make the facility available to others. Range Control will maintain a record of No-shows via RFMSS, which will be turned in to DPTMS for evaluation.  


 Range, Training Area and facility utilization

a.  Units will only be authorized to use Fort Gordon Ranges, Training Areas and facilities if the following criteria have been met:

1.
Units have submitted requests IAW the above.

2.
Environmental Consideration Requests for use have been approved.

3. Occupying units have signed for Ranges, Training Areas or facilities through Range Control.

4. Must sign for Ranges with the OIC, RSO, and Medic/Combat Life Saver present at time of issuing of Ranges, Training Areas and facilities.

Reconnaissance of Ranges, Training Areas and facilities
d.  Reconnaissance of Ranges, Training Areas and facilities may occur 24-hours prior to occupation by a unit. However, reconnaissance must be conducted using tactical or General Services Administration (GSA) vehicles.  No POV’s will be authorized inside of or parked along side of Ranges, Training Areas or facilities.

