
Section 508 Determination and Certification for EIT Purchase Request

To be completed by the Requiring Official (Purchase Requestor)

Purchase Request Number: ___ _____________________________________________ 

This Determination and Certification documents the requiring official's compliance with a statutory requirement applicable to any procurement of electronic and information technology (EIT) on or after June 25, 2001.  This fully completed document including applicable attachments must be provided to the contracting office with the purchase request.  Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U. S. C. § 794 d) as amended in the Workforce Investment Act of 1998, requires the Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board (Access Board) to create federal standards for electronic and information technology (EIT) products to make them more accessible by individuals with disabilities.  To document either compliance with these standards or statutory exceptions, proceed through the following sections as directed.  At least one certification must be signed for all EIT procured after June 25, 2001.

Electronic and information technology (EIT) is defined as any equipment or interconnected system or subsystem of equipment, that is used in the creation, conversion, or duplication of data or information, or used in the automatic acquisition, storage, manipulation, management, movement, control, display, switching, interchange, transmission, or reception of data or information.  EIT includes, but is not limited to, telecommunications products (such as telephones), information kiosks and transaction machines, World Wide Web sites, multimedia, and office equipment (such as copiers and fax machines).  It includes computers, ancillary equipment, software, firmware and similar procedures, services (including support services), and related resources.  

submit this document to the NEC or Visual Information (VI) MANAGER, as appropriate, with request for IMA approval submitted iaw AR 25-1.  certifications 3 and 4 require signature OF THE commander or director of the requiring activity. 

SECTION 1:  Is there any potential for an EIT deliverable to be procured pursuant to this requirement?

CERTIFICATION 1 (Non-EIT deliverables):

____I certify that the requirement to be procured pursuant to this purchase request package has no potential for an EIT deliverable.

Signature/Date                             Printed Name/Title                                               Phone Number

Requiring Activity: _______ ______________________________________________________

____ If this purchase request package may have an EIT deliverable, PLACE AN “X” BEFORE THIS SENTENCE and proceed to Section 2.

Section 508 Determination and Certification for EIT Purchase Request-Cont'd

SECTION 2:  Is one or more of the general exceptions applicable to the EIT to be acquired under the purchase request?  Following are the general exceptions to the application of Section 508 standards to an EIT procurement. 

(a) The standards DO NOT APPLY to any EIT operated by agencies, the function, operation, or use of which involves:

____ (1) Intelligence activities

____ (2) Cryptographic activities related to national security

____ (3) Command and control of military forces

____ (4) Equipment as an integral part of a weapon or weapon system

____ (5) Systems critical to the direct fulfillment of military or intelligence missions

____ (b) Products to be acquired by a contractor incidental to a contract.

____ (c) Products or components of products that would require a fundamental alteration in their nature. 

____ (d) Products located in spaces frequented only by service personnel for maintenance, repair or occasional monitoring.

____ (e) Micropurchase acquisitions (i.e., purchase orders or government purchase card transactions valued at $2500 or less procured in accordance with Subpart 13.2 of the Federal Acquisition Regulation) prior to October 1, 2004.  The buyer should comply with the accessibility standards to the maximum extent practicable.  This exception is for a one-time purchase that totals $2,500 or less, made on the open market, not under an existing contract.  (Individual components which are part of a larger requirement exceeding $2,500 are subject to Section 508.)

CERTIFICATION 2 (General Exception Exists):

I certify that the requirement to be procured pursuant to this purchase request package meets the exception(s) indicated by the “X” (or Xs) I have placed before the applicable exception(s) above.

Signature/Date                             Printed Name/Title                                               Phone Number

Requiring Activity: _____________________________________________________________

If this purchase request package does not meet an exception, proceed to Section 3.

Section 508 Determination and Certification for EIT Purchase Request-Cont'd

SECTION 3:
 Will only fully-compliant deliverables/services be procured under this acquisition?  Refer to the “SECTION 508 TECHNICAL STANDARDS ” viewable at http://www.section508.gov/final_text.html to review the standards essential for compliance.  Seek assistance from your Directorate of Information Management in interpreting the standards.

CERTIFICATION 3 (Only fully-compliant products will be procured/delivered):

I certify that only fully-compliant deliverables will be procured pursuant to the requirement identified in this purchase request package.  Insert an "X" before one of the following:

____The proposed method of acquisition is issuance of a delivery order under an existing contract without issuance of an open-market solicitation by the supporting contracting office. (Such as contracts in the Army Small Computer Program or other government-wide agency contracts (GWACs).)  Determination that the contract line items numbers (CLINs)/products requested will be compliant with applicable Section 508 standards is based on the following: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____ The purchase description, specifications, or statement of work provided with the purchase request identify those Section 508 standards that are applicable to the EIT to be procured. 

Signature/Date                             Printed Name/Title                                               Phone Number

Requiring Activity: _____________________________________________________________

If all procured deliverables will not be fully compliant with Access Board standards, proceed to Section 4.

SECTION 4:
 Commercial Non-Availability or Undue Burden Documentation

CERTIFICATION 4:  If you have reached this point without completing a certification, additional documentation will be required in either Attachment A or Attachment B.  If you are buying a commercial item that meets the definition referenced in Attachment A, but that commercial item is not currently available in a form that complies with Access Board standards, you must document commercial unavailability in Attachment A.  If the procurement of a requirement that is in compliance with Access Board standards would place an undue burden on the operating administration, you must document your rationale for undue burden in Attachment B.  Check the document below that you will complete:

____ Attachment A,“EIT Commercial Non-Availability Certification”

____ Attachment B, “EIT Undue Burden Determination and Certification”

Attachment A - EIT Commercial Non-Availability Certification

Purchase Request Number: _____________________________________________________
To be completed by the requiring official (purchase requestor) for purchase requests involving Electronic & Information Technology (EIT).

"Commercial item" is defined in Subpart 2.101 of the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR), which is available for review at http://www.arnet.gov/far/.

Answer the questions below in detail and as fully as possible.  Refer to the " Section 508 Definitions & Technical Standards" available at http://www.section508.gov/final_text.html before completing.  Follow directions as stated.  

1. What were your findings regarding the non-availability of compliant commercial items?  What applicable technical standards of Section 508 (reference “Section 508 Definitions & Technical Standards” at http://www.section508.gov/final_text.html) will not be met by each product to be acquired?

2. What was the methodology or process by which you ascertained the non-availability of compliant commercial items?

3. What sources did you use to investigate the availability of compliant commercial items (e.g., other federal agencies; contacts with industry trade associations; accessible product organizations such as IRS Information Resources Accessibility Program (IRAP) and GSA’s Center for IT Accommodation; GSA’s FSS; IRS’ Disabled Employees Support Acquisitions Contract (DESAC II) contract); Internet market research; industry consultation)?

4
When is the expected availability date of a compliant product, and with whom was this information verified/received (provide contact information)?

                     Attachment A - EIT Commercial Non-Availability Certification-Continued

5.  Proposed method of acquisition is (Check one of the following): 

NOTE:  Even if not fully compliant, you are required to acquire the commercial product that provides the greatest degree of compliance while satisfying other functional requirements.  (36 CFR subpart 1194.2 (b))

____Delivery or task order under an existing contract, such as the contracts in the Army Small Computer Program or other government-wide agency contracts (GWACs), without additional competition by the supporting contracting office.

____Competitive solicitation by the supporting contracting office.  The purchase description, specifications, or statement of work and evaluation criteria have been developed to ensure that deliverables procured provide the greatest degree of compliance while satisfying other functional requirements.  Those evaluation criteria are included in this procurement request package.

6.  I understand that statute imposes private enforcement, where any individual with a disability can file an administrative complaint or civil lawsuit against the Department of the Army alleging that the agency failed to comply with Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act for EIT procured after June 21, 2001.  I have determined and hereby certify that the EIT requested in referenced purchase request is not currently available in a fully compliant version in the commercial marketplace, nor expected to become available in a compliant version in time to satisfy requiring activity delivery or performance requirements.

Signature*/Date                             Printed Name/Title                                  Phone Number

*Signature of the individual responsible for performing market research.

Commander/Director of Requiring Activity Signature:

I hereby concur with and support this Determination & Certification.

Signature/Date                             Printed Name/Title                                      Phone Number

Requiring Activity:    ____________________________________________________________
Director of Information Management Coordination:

I hereby concur with and support the Determination and the Certification of Commercial Non-Availability:
Signature/Date                             Printed Name/Title                                      Phone Number

Attach this document to the “Section 508 Determination and Findings for Purchase Request” form, and submit both with your purchase request package to the NEC or VI Manager.

Attachment B - EIT Undue Burden Exception

Determination and Certification

Purchase Request Number: _____________________________________________________
To be completed by the requiring official (purchase requestor) for purchase requests involving Electronic & Information Technology (EIT).

In determining whether compliance with all or part of the applicable Section 508 accessibility standards would be an undue burden, the requiring official must consider the difficulty or expense of compliance and agency resources available to its program or component for which the supply or service is being acquired.  When acquiring commercial items, an undue burden determination is not required in order to address those individual Section 508 technical standards that are not yet available in the commercial marketplace in time to meet the agency delivery requirements.  (Refer to Attachment A if this applies to your requirement.)

For each applicable Section 508 accessibility standard (36 CFR Part 1194) that an agency finds to be an undue burden, the requiring official must explain below why, and to what extent, compliance with each such provision creates an undue burden.  A thorough, rational explanation is required.  (The format may be expanded for additional space.  Relevant attachments are encouraged.  Explanations must be adequate to survive complaint and litigation challenges.)

The data and findings providing the basis for my decision are the following:

1. Products or services required to meet the agency's needs:

2. Dollar value of the acquisition, including any options:

3. Applicable Section 508 standards (see 36 CFR part 1194) that are unmet by this acquisition requirements package:

4. Market research performed to locate commercial items that meet the applicable standards:

Attachment B – Continued

5. The undue burden (i.e. the significant difficulty or expense the Government would incur in order to comply with a particular standard).  If the monetary expense is deemed prohibitive, explain the costs and how they were estimated.

a. Significant difficulty of compliance:

b. Significant expense of compliance:

c. Agency resources available to the agency’s program or component for which the goods or service is being acquired:

6. Alternative means of access that will be provided that will allow the individuals with disabilities to use the information or data. (29 U.S.C. 794d(a)(1)(B)).  Include effort, labor, costs and time required in the whole process to implement the alternative means.  (This information must be sufficiently detailed since it may be used in the procurement process technical evaluation.) 

In accordance with Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, and Subpart 39.2 of the Federal Acquisition Regulation, I have determined and hereby certify that acquisition of EIT product(s) or services (identified in referenced purchase request) meeting the applicable Section 508 accessibility standards of 36 CFR Part 1194 presents an “undue burden” that would result in significant difficulty or expense as detailed above. 
Signature*/Date                             Printed Name/Title                                  Phone Number

*Signature of the individual preparing this document.

Commander/Director of Requiring Activity Signature:

I hereby concur with and support this Determination & Certification.

Signature/Date                             Printed Name/Title                                      Phone Number

Requiring Activity:    ____________________________________________________________

Attach this document to the “Section 508 Determination and Findings for Purchase Request” form, and submit both with your purchase request package to the NEC or VI Manager.
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