Fraternization/Relationships Between Soldiers of Different Ranks

The Army’s rules on unprofessional relationships are contained in AR 600-20 paragraphs 4-14 through 4-16. The information below is a synopsis of those paragraphs.
The Army prohibits all unprofessional relationships that:
-- Compromise the chain of command,
-- Cause partiality or unfairness,
-- involve the improper use of rank for personal gain,
-- are exploitative or coercive in nature,
-- create an adverse impact on discipline, authority, morale, or mission accomplishment, or
-- present the appearance of violating any of the above standards.
In addition, certain types of relationships between officers (commissioned and warrant) and enlisted personnel are now prohibited:
-- Business relationships,*
-- Dating, shared living accommodations not required by unit mission, and intimate or sexual relationships,**
-- Gambling.
* Exceptions to business relationships: Landlord/tenant relationships; one-time transactions (i.e. sale of auto or house); as applied to ARNG/USAR only: business relationships that exist due to their civilian occupation or employment; existing business relationships between officers and enlisted personnel that were authorized under previous Army policy are exempt until 01 March 2000.
** Exceptions to personal relationships: Marriages that exist now or are entered into prior to 01 March 2000; personal relationships between officer and enlisted (existing prior to 01 March 1999) that were authorized under previous Army policy are exempt until 01 March 2000; for RA, personal relationships with a member of the ARNG/USAR that exist due to civilian (off duty) association (unless the ARNG/USAR soldier is on active duty other than AT); as applied to ARNG/USAR only: personal relationships that exist due to civilian acquaintance (unless individuals are on active duty other than AT).
Associations between officer and enlisted personnel that occur in the context of community organizations, religious activities, athletic teams and events, unit-based social functions, or family gatherings are not prohibited.

