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Signal anniversary

The 144th Signal Anniver-
sary Ball is 6 p.m. June
23 at the Gordon Club.

Maj. Gen. James D.
Bryan, commander of
Joint Task Force-Com-
puter Network Operations
and director of the Signal
Corps Transformation, is
the guest speaker.

Uniform is dress blue,
white mess/blue mess, or
dress green with white
shirt and bow tie, and
suit and formal dress for
civilians.

Dinner is a buffet and
starts at 7 p.m. Tickets
are $25 and can be
purchased from unit
representatives or from
Sgt.1st Class Aaron
Palmer at 791-3731 or
284-8776.

Hicks interview

An interview with Maj.
Gen. Janet Hicks, re-
cently shown on the
‘Comcast Connect Live’
television show hosted by
Austin Rhodes, will be
aired on the installation’s
command channel,
channel 13, Tuesday and
Thursday, and June 15
and 17, at 9:30 a.m. and
2 and 7 p.m.

Town Hall meeting

The next Gordon Terrace
Town Hall meeting is 6-8
p.m. June 15 at Freedom
Park Elementary School.

Leaders of units post
wide who have personnel
residing in Gordon
Terrace are encouraged
to attend and support this
forum. Gordon Terrace
residents are encouraged
to attend.

For information, call
791- 8313.

Technology
exposition

The Fort Gordon Technol-
ogy Expo is 10 a.m.-2
p.m. Wednesday at The
Gordon Club, North
Ballroom. Admission is
free.

Many exhibitors will be on
hand demonstrating the
latest computer technolo-
gies, hardware, software
and services. Free
giveaways will be available
while supplies last.

The expo is sponsored
by the Directorate of
Contracting. For informa-
tion, contact Melanie
Yanon at
yanon@ncsievents.com.

Concert tickets

The Directorate of
Morale Welfare and
Recreation presents Train
in concert at 8 p.m. June
18 at Barton Field.
Tickets cost $15; $20 at
the gate. Advance tickets
available at the Post
Exchange, Aladdin Travel,
the bowling center, Fort
Gordon credit union and
the dinner theater.

For information, call
Steve Walpert at 791-
4389.

Pfc. Armando Monroig
Signl staft

post commanding general.

CG pins on second star

A pinning ceremony was held Wednesday
at the Signal Towers courtyard for Maj. Gen.
Janet Hicks, U.S. Army Signal Center and

Photo by Marlene Thompson

Maj. Gen. Janet A. Hicks, U.S. Army Signal Center and Fort Gordon commanding
general, received her second star Wednesday during a ceremony at Signal
Towers. Here her daughter, Jennifer, pins her second star. Gen. Kevin P. Byrnes,
Training and Doctrine Command commander, was on hand to pin Hicks’ other star.

Hicks was promoted from brigadier gen-
eral to major general in front of a crowd of
more than 500 family, friends and co-work-
ers.

It seemed that just about everyone on Fort
Gordon turned out for the ceremony.

See Hicks, page 12

Photo by Denise Allen

The Signal Corps Band performed patriotic medleys at the Memorial Day observance at
the Georgia War Veterans Nursing Home Monday.

Premo: Veterans fight for
ideal they believe in

Denise Allen
Sigel saff

While some may think of Memorial Day as
the beginning of summer, the significance of
the day was not lost to those gathered at the
Georgia War Veterans Nursing Home Monday.

They gathered to remember those who had
given their lives for the freedoms of our nation.

“They were asked to make the supreme
sacrifice. They made it unhesitatingly,” said
Brig. Gen. Gregory Premo, U.S. Army Signal
Center and Fort Gordon deputy commanding
general, who was the keynote speaker at the

ceremony.

Americans from all generations from the
Revolutionary War days until the present day

have given their lives for the defense of this
country; however, the general chose to focus
on two groups of people — World War II veter-
ans and today’s active duty forces fighting in
the war against terrorism.

He said that as the United States entered
World War II, President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt said no country would be secure in a
world ruled by tyrants and gangsters.

As it was in the 1940s so it is today as people
rule in tyranny and terror.

“They are placing themselves in between dan-
ger and those they love,” he said of today’s young
Americans who are fighting the war on terror.

Not only do they fight for those, but they

See Preno, page 7

Visit The Signal Online at www.gordon.army.mil/pao

Speeders may
pay the price

Sgt. Sam Smith
Sigel staff

Keeping your speed down on
post is important not only for
safety reasons, but speeding vio-
lations can cost you time and
money. It can also affect your
career. But despite all of this,
drivers still break the speed limit.

“Here on post, speeding is a
problem,” said Staff Sgt. James
Stephens, the traffic noncommis-
sioned officer in charge. “You can
drive on post and tell that.”

The penalties for speeding on
post depend a lot on who’s
caught speeding. For civilians,
military police usually issue De-
partment of Defense form 1805,
a U.S. Magistrate notice or
‘money ticket.” These tickets are
similar to the tickets issued by
law enforcement off post and the
speeders must pay a fine.

For military personnel, MPs
can issue money tickets, but
normally issue DD form 1408.
These are sent to the
servicemembers’ chain of com-
mand, who decide the penalties.
According to Stephens, nine
times out of 10, counseling or

Denise Allen
Sigel staff

Columbia County cel-
ebrated those who have
fought for America’s freedom
with the raising of an over-
sized flag, a balloon release,
patriotic music and an art
contest Saturday.

“It’s time to honor those
who have honored us with
their service to this great na-
tion,” said Ron Cross Colum-
bia County Board of Commis-
sioners chairman, at the
fourth Annual Red, White and
Blue Veterans Celebration on

the field behind Doctors Hos-

corrective training is imple-
mented. However, com-
manders can give Article 15s,
especially if the speeder is a
habitual offender.

In addition to fines and
corrective training, speeding
violations add points to the
driver’s on-post record.
These points don’t affect their
insurance but are kept as a
way for MPs to punish seri-
ous and habitual offenders by
suspending their license.

Once drivers accumulate
enough points to have their
license suspended, they may
drive government-owned ve-
hicles with a memorandum
from their commander. The
memorandum may also allow
drivers to drive their person-
ally-owned vehicle for neces-
sity only, such as taking kids
to school, going to the com-
missary and getting to work.

If someone with a sus-
pended license is caught vio-
lating the suspension, then he
or she may lose on-post driv-
ing privileges indefinitely.

See Speeding, page 12

Poto by eise Allen

During the fourth annual Red, White, and Blue
Veterans Celebration, Brig. Gen. (P) Janet Hicks, U.S.
Army Signal Center and Fort Gordon commander,
presented a Bronze Star to Capt. Bobby Christine, of
the 265th Engineer Group of the Georgia National
Guard, who served in Iraq. Also pictured is Ron Cross,
Columbia County Board of Commissioners chairman.

Hicks: Veterans
give us courage
to move on

pital and Kroger in Columbia
County.

The Signal Corps Band and
the Columbia County Choral
Society performed patriotic
selections, and members of
Fort Gordon’s 73rd Ordnance
Battalion and the Naval Secu-
rity Group Activity marched
in a parade around the field.

Brig. Gen. (P) Janet Hicks,
U.S. Army Signal Center and
Fort Gordon commanding
general, gave a few remarks
in honor of the Memorial Day
holiday.

In introducing Hicks,

See Hicks, page 7
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Army develops policy to
tackle sexual assault acts

Sgt. 1st Class Marcia Triggs
Army News Sexvice

The Army is devising a policy that will re-
emphasize that all offenses of sexual assault
must be reported to the Criminal Investiga-
tion Command, officials have announced.

A task force spent 90 days conducting a
detailed review of the Army’s current poli-
cies and programs on sexual assault. One of
the findings was that while all commanders
had taken action against assailants accused
of sexual assault, not all were going though
the proper investigation channels, said Darlene
Sullivan, a task force member.

The task force was assembled from vari-
ous Army organizations and began looking
into how the Army addresses matters of
sexual assault in February. Acting Secretary
of the Army Les Brownlee authorized the task
force.

The task force recommendations were
approved by Brownlee, and were briefed to
the House Armed Services Committee Thurs-
day by Reginald J. Brown, the assistant sec-
retary of the Army for Manpower and Re-
serve Affairs.

There were nine shortfalls the task force
noted in its 80-page report. One major find-
ing pointed out there was no standard way of
handling sexual assault cases, making it hard
to collect data and keep track of what ser-
vices had been rendered to victims.

There were 24 recommendations made to
improve the system. One was to develop a
sexual assault policy for inclusion in Army
Regulation 600-20, Army Command Policy.
The chief of personnel, Army G-1 is respon-
sible for the overall sexual assault policy.

The policy will define sexual assault as al-
leged offenses of rape, forcible sodomy, as-
sault with intent to commit rape or sodomy,
indecent assault or an attempt to commit any
of these offenses, Sullivan said. The defini-
tion is the same one used by the Department
of Defense in its recent report “Care for Vic-
tims of Sexual Assault.”

The roles and responsibilities of command-
ers from major command to the unit level
will be addressed in the new policy and be-
come a part of AR 600-20, said Lt. Col. John
McPhaul of Army G-1.

“Commanders must create a command
climate where victims feel comfortable re-
porting acts of sexual assault,” said Sullivan.
“Rape is one of the most unreported crimes
nationwide.

“As a first sergeant, if you don’t know
your Soldier was attacked or raped, how can

Sadi

T The lag! PR the Mﬁi.l

oy bl e
frie 5 fir Iherﬁl'u["ﬂlﬁiflm' k
|

Furessive™ W fhind if 5 Fn.”ph H

Fhairwy il

" § 9
(et OVET b0 .
all d'iT'fmr channels

1-877 SATELIZ
(706)868-7828

ol [erv

“The Army agencies already have some proce-
dures in place and know what to do, and are
doing it, if an act of sexual assault occurs, but
we must develop comprehensive policy of deal-
ing with sexual assault from awareness/pre-
vention, to victim support and data collection.

you protect that Soldier? What if you put that
Soldier on guard duty with his or her attacker?

It’s imperative that leaders know that pre-
vention, training and assistance are a
commander’s responsibility.”

Company commanders will no longer have
the authority to sign the disciplinary paper-
work for Soldiers who are accused of a sexual
offense, when the cases don’t go to court.
The battalion commander’s signature will be
required, Sullivan said.

Department of the Army form 4833,
Commander’s Report of Disciplinary or Ad-
ministrative Action, is a permanent record that
states what a Soldier was accused of, and
what action was taken against him.

Sullivan said the task force found that about
20 percent of the commanders had not filled
out the form because of operational tempo.
Another recommendation of the task force is
to alter the form, so that instead of stating
that administrative action was taken against a
Soldier, his or her specific punishments will
be listed on the form.

Commanders alone cannot round out a
successful program to prevent sexual assault,
according to the task force. Commanders
alone cannot be the judge, juror and prosecu-
tor.

In AR 600-20 one of the responsibilities
commanders will have is to assign a unit vic-
tim advocate to support victims of sexual as-
sault. It is important to keep the victim and
the chain of command informed of all case
actions as they occur with the case. The unit
victim advocate will work to provide emo-
tional support to victims while assisting them
in the step-by-step processes involved,
McPhaul said.

Other agencies whose roles will be out-
lined in the chapter will include CID, the Pro-
vost Marshal, the Surgeon General, Staff
Judge Advocate and Assistant Chief of Staff
for Installation Management (Community and
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Lt. Col. John McPhaul
Army G-1

Family Support Center), McPhaul said.

“The Army agencies already have some
procedures in place and know what to do,
and are doing it, if an act of sexual assault
occurs,” McPhaul said, “but we must develop
comprehensive policy of dealing with sexual
assault from awareness/prevention, to victim
support and data collection.

“We are developing a mechanism that gets
all the agencies in concert with each other by
establishing a policy that deals with sexual
assault not only in garrison but in a deployed
setting as well,” McPhaul said.

Training requirements will also be addressed
in the regulation, McPhaul said. Within the
next 60 to 90 days, new chapters will be added
to the regulation and staffed with the field, he
added.

Training and Doctrine Command is cur-
rently devising lesson plans on the prevention
of sexual assault to be included in all profes-
sional development schools, refresher courses
at the unit level and additional training for law
enforcement, medical and legal personnel,
Sullivan said.

When looking for ways to improve the
Army’s policies and programs, the task force
sought advice from outside agencies to in-
clude Department of Veteran A ffairs; National
Organization of Victim Assistance; Rape,
Abuse, and Incest National Network
(RAINN); The Miles Foundation, Navy, Coast
Guard and the University of Arizona and
Purdue University in Indiana.

Both universities were given grants from
the Department of Justice for their preven-
tion programs, Sullivan said. The age category
for the Soldiers who report the assaults and
their assailants are in the same age category
as the university students, she added. Nearly
84 percent of alleged perpetrators were iden-
tified as junior Soldiers, and 95 percent of the
victims were in the rank of staff sergeant and
below, according the task force report.
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Class teaches
alternate way of
communicating

Sgt. Sam Smith
Sigrl staff

Army Community Services
is providing Fort Gordon with
a chance to make a statement
without saying a word.

By using American Sign
Language, students in the
class can learn a new way to
communicate.

The beginner level course
is an eight-week, free course
which provides students with
a text book, instructor, and a
chance to learn sign language
for any reason.

“I have an autistic son,
whose most severe (handicap
is) in language,” said Dia-
mond Martinez, a beginner
student. “(Sign language
makes it) easier for me and
my husband to figure out
what’s wrong with him, what
he wants.”

But of all the beginner level
students, Martinez was the
only person in the class
learning sign language
because of a family member.
Janice Kirks, a civilian
employee at Eisenhower
Army Medical Center, says
she and her daughter, Celina
McMillian, have deaf friends
and always wanted to learn
sign language.

“We have a deaf class in
my school,” McMillian said.
“And maybe sometime I can
talk with them.”

The sing language instruc-
tor at Fort Gordon is Lois
Fountain, an interpreter for
the deaf. Fountain became
interested in sign language
when she was 16 and met a
deaf couple.

“I felt (sign language) was
so fun and unique and learned
it,” Fountain said. “(And)
they were talking about me

W

Photos by Sgt. Sam Smith

and I couldn’t understand
them.”

American Sign Language is
a complex visual-spatial
language that is used by the
deaf community in the United
States and English-speaking
parts of Canada. A linguisti-
cally complete, natural
language, it’s the native
language for many deaf
people and some hearing
children born into deaf
families.

It shares no grammatical
similarities to English and
should not be considered in
any way to be a broken,
mimed or gestural form of
English. In terms of syntax,
for example, it has a topic-
comment syntax, while
English uses subject-verb-
object. In fact, in terms of
syntax, it shares more with
spoken Japanese than it does
with English.

For information about the
class, call ACS at 791-3579.
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Celina McMillian (above) and her mother Janice Kirks (top
right) sign to their teacher in the beginner sign language
class at the Religous Education Center on Fort Gordon.
The eight-week course is free.
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Mission: prevent heat i 1nJ uries

Pfc. Armando Monroig
Signal staff

Temperatures are rising as
we get closer and closer to
summertime. The long days of
cold are gone — for now.

As the season changes from
spring to summer, Soldiers on
post undoubtedly have experi-
enced the warmer weather.

And much like preventing
cold weather injuries, Soldiers
also need to guard against the
summer months’ versions of
climate injuries.

Heat injuries are just that —
injuries caused by the body
overheating.

Heat injuries normally occur
when a person is exposed to
extreme heat and does not re-
plenish enough fluids to com-
pensate for loss through per-
spiration.

Army field manual 21-11
highlights several types of heat
injuries and their treatments.

According to FM 21-11 they
are heat cramps, heat exhaus-
tion and heat stroke.

Heat cramps are character-
ized by muscle cramps of the
arms, legs and abdomen, ex-
cessive sweating and thirst.

Heat exhaustion is charac-
terized by profuse sweating
with pale, moist, cool skin,
headache, weakness, dizziness,
loss of appetite, heat cramps,
nausea, chills, rapid breathing,
tingling of the hands and feet,
and confusion.

Symptoms for heat stroke
include flushed, hot-dry skin
and most of the same symp-
toms as heat exhaustion, in ad-
dition to loss of consciousness,
seizures, and weak and rapid
pulse and breathing.

Although treatment of these
injuries is essential for survival,
it is just as essential to prevent
the injury.

Taking proper precautions is
the only way to safeguard
against being a casualty of heat
injuries, said Sgt. Danielle
Stephens, noncommissioned-
officer-in-charge of environ-
mental health at Eisenhower
Army Medical Center.

“Try to stay in the shade as

The Sergeant
Major’s Bunker
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much as p0551b1e said
Stephens, who is responsible
for teaching a course on heat
injury prevention to cadre
members.

Drinking water and water
substitutes like Gatorade to re-
plenish water and electrolytes
is key in heat injury prevention,
she said.

Although staying hydrated is
an important part of prevent-
ing heat injuries, Stephens
warns people to not drink too
much water.

“What happens a lot is that
people are so aware of it (heat
injuries) they’re drinking too
much water,” she said, and
that may lead to another prob-
lem: water intoxication.

She said it is difficult to tell
when someone is suffering
from water intoxication be-
cause it mimics some of the
same symptoms of heat stroke.

A good way to identify de-
hydration said Stephens, is by
looking at urine color.

“A healthy urine is like a
straw-yellow, hay colored,”
she said.

Dark or discolored urine is
a warning sign of dehydration.
If it is completely clear, said
Stephens, is good but should
not be so too long.

While working outdoors,
contrary to what many might
think, Stephens said Soldiers
need to keep battle dress uni-
form sleeves down because it
is vital in keeping the body cool.

“Button down the last but-
ton so as to allow for airflow,”
she said. “Anytime Soldiers are
training with Kevlars or body
armor — take it off from time
to time. Allow Soldiers to wear
their softcaps if at all possible.”

Heat categories provide
guidelines for working in the
heat. The categories can be ob-
tained from the Preventive
Medicine office or Range Con-
trol.

In order to calculate the heat
index an instrument called a wet-
bulb is used. A wet-bulb takes
three measurements: extreme
heat, ambient temperature and
moisture. These are combined
to determine the heat index.

Stephens said once the heat
category reaches level three,
10C, the emergency room at
EAMC, hospital troop com-
mand and DPTMS are in-
formed.

Soldiers working in body
armor and mission oriented
protective posture gear need to
be especially careful since
wearing this gear automatically
raises the heat index for them.

Replenishing sodium is also
important, said Stephens, add-
ing that eating salt crackers is

are several groups at greater
risk of suffering a heat injury.

The elderly, children, ani-
mals, and those who take any
kind of medication (that may
cause dehydration) are suscep-
tible to heat injuries, she said.

Also smokers, those over 40
years of age, overweight, in
poor health (cold, allergies, dia-
betics, depression), beer drink-
ers and caffeine drinkers may
be more susceptible.

For 2003, the Army reported
269 heat injuries, something Lt.
Col. Kevin Michaels, chief of
Preventive Medicine, said can
be prevented.

Another way to prevent heat
injuries is acclimatization, said
Stephens.

“Soldiers new to an area need
at least two weeks to get accli-
matized to the heat,” she said.

Doing exercises during the
cooler parts of the day are an-
other good way to prevent heat
injuries, added Michaels.

Photo by Pfc. Armando Monroig

Sgt. Danielle Stephens, environmental health
noncommissioned-officer-in-charge at Eisenhower Army
Medical Center, uses a wet-bulb to calculate heat categories.

helpful.
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prevent-
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ing the

hottest

part of 5 >90° 50/10 minutes 1 20/40 minutes 1 10/50 minutes 1
the day.

gﬁiﬂs *Water intake listed as quarts per hour. If wearing body armor, add 5°F to WBGT Index. If wearing NBC clothing (MOPP 4) add 10°F to WBGT.
said there

For average sized, heat-acclimated Soldier wearing BDU. Information courtesy U.S. Army Center for Health Promotion and Preventive Medicine.
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UNPLAN (UN-PLAN)n.

1. $50 flat rate calling.
2.Call to anyone, anytime,
here free. Guaranteed.
3. The end of wireless plans.

PHONE SPECIAL
EXTENDED.

ALL WEEK LONG!
MAY 30-JUNE 5.

INSTANT FREE
MOTOROLA C332t
SAVE $39 INSTANTLY

S
SunCom

WIRELESS

GET FLAT RATE CALLING TODAY AND KEEP YOUR PHONE NUMBER

CHECK OUT EXCLUSIVE ONLINE OFFERS FROM SUNCOM. Y8 WWW.SUNCOM.COM

SUNCOM STORE LOCATIONS

We're open for your convenience.
Call for store hours.

AUGUSTA
Augusta Mall

706-373-7040

(1st floor, across from K-B Toys)

Augusta Exchange

253-A Robert C. Daniel Jr. Pkwy

(near Target)
706-373-7035

AIKEN
Aiken Mall

(between Dillard’s and food court)

803-215-6820

Target Shopping Center
2547 Whiskey Rd
803-215-6800

N. AUGUSTA

Kroger Shopping Center

404 E. Martintown Rd
803-215-6810

CSIGN UP TODAY

1-877-CALL SUN

FREE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY )

706-373-7012

CORPORATE SALES

EXCLUSIVE AUTHORIZED DEALERS

FIRST CELLULAR

4272 Washington Rd
2834 Washington Rd, #206

Evans

Augusta 706-863-0066
706-736-1002
403 Furys Ferry Rd &

Martinez
706-860-3161

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Offer expires June 5, 2004. Requires new activation, $35 activation fee, minimum 12-month service agreement, credit approval and compatible device. $200 early cancellation fee applies. SunCom UnPlan coverage area includes the SunCom
digital wireless network. $50 monthly rate with roam restrict feature includes all calls placed and received on the SunCom digital wireless network when the screen on your phone displays “SUNCOM,” and does not include
additional fees as outlined below. Rates not available when using your phone outside the contiguous United States and Hawaii. *Free Motorola C332t available with new activation on a 24-month service agreement while supplies last.
International long distance and wireless data calls are not included, nor are 911 or 611 calls outside the SunCom Network, nor are calls that require credit card or operator/directory assistance to complete. All partial minutes are rounded up and billed
as a full minute. Phone and phone service are for customer’s personal use only. SunCom reserves the right to terminate service or change service plan if service is used in a manner that is excessive (more than 5,000 minutes of use per month) or
unreasonable with respect to the volume or length of calls for normal personal use when compared to the predominant volume or length of calls of other customers on a similar rate plan or in your geographic area. Digital features may not be
available when not on the SunCom or AT&T Wireless Networks. Service may be provided by other carriers. SunCom service available for residents of specific ZIP codes only. Taxes, surcharges (including a USF charge of 2.69% and cost-recovery
fees of $1.50) or other fees that vary by market are not included. Cost-recovery fees are not taxes or government-required charges. Other restrictions apply. See stores for details. © 2004 SunCom.
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Fort Gordon-trained Soldiers hit the
beaches at Normandy 60 years ago

Steven Rauch
Signal Center command historian

Sunday marks the 60" Anniver-
sary of the Allied invasion of
Normandy, France, more commonly
known as “D-Day.”

The Allied invasion of Normandy
stands as one of the most famous
military operations in history for its
magnitude, complexity, individual
daring and decisive leadership. More
than 2,700 ships — from battleships
to landing craft — carried, escorted
and landed more than 130,000
troops on five beaches along 50
miles of Normandy coast.

Overhead, Allied aircraft con-
trolled the skies as hundreds of
transports dropped paratroopers to
secure the flanks and beach exits of
the assault area. Whether they
assaulted the beaches from landing
craft or came from the sky, all
Soldiers and leaders focused on
securing a foothold in Normandy so
that other U.S. and Allied units could
join the fight to liberate Europe and
destroy tyranny.

Success on the beaches was not
guaranteed and reflected years of
planning, organizing and training
those Army units that executed the
assault. The task of training for an
amphibious assault against a fortified
defense began for one Army division
at Fort Gordon from 1941-1943.
The Army’s 4" Motorized Infantry
Division, the “Ivy division,” was the
first division size unit to live in the
billets and use the training areas of
Fort Gordon after it was con-
structed in late 1941. The legacy of
the 4" Infantry Division and the
Normandy landings still exists today
because the division commander
was someone whose name is still
spoken daily in the course of
training activity at Fort Gordon.

Maj. Gen. Raymond Barton, for
whom Barton Field is named,
commanded the 4" Infantry Division
when it trained at Fort Gordon, and
led it Soldiers during the successful
assault at Utah Beach 60 years ago
this week.

The 4™ ID trained hard and
rigorously in the pine forest of the
Fort Gordon training areas to
prepare Soldiers for combat opera-
tions. By 1942 the 4" Motorized
Infantry division was a unique
organization that reflected the new
technology and equipment of the
time. Much as the 4% ID serving in

U.S. Signal Corps photo

Maj. Gen. Raymond O. Barton
was the commanding general of
the 4th Infantry Division during
the Normandy invasion.

U.S. Signal Center archive photo

Signal Soldiers set up operations in a shell hole to assist with the directing naval gunfire against enemy

targets June 6, 1944.

Iraq today is the first “digitized”
division using advanced combat and
information technology, its prede-
cessor at Fort Gordon 60 years ago
was the prototype for the “motor-
ized” division concept of 15,000
men using 2,300 high-tech vehicles
and equipment that a regular infantry
division did not have.

This experimental concept was
tested during numerous field
exercises, known as the Louisiana
and Carolina maneuvers, where the
division demonstrated the integration
and coordination of its Soldiers and
equipment for combat operations.

A unique unit of the 4" ID was
the 4" Signal Company, which was
tasked with integrating the fielding
and training of cutting edge commu-
nications equipment fresh from the
experimentation laboratories, such
as the portable squad “walkie-
talkie.”

The 4" Signal Company was
responsible for installing, operating
and maintaining various means of
communication, including radio,
telegraph, telephone, aircraft,
pigeons, motor and foot messenger
service.

A distinct capability that no other
Army signal unit possessed, but was
not related to technology, was the
assignment of a 17 Comanche
Indian “Code Talkers” to the
division. The Comanches were
chosen because their language was
unwritten and proved valuable for
passing messages in a native code
that could not be broken by the
enemy. They practiced laying
communications lines and agreed on
Comanche code words for particu-
lar military terms.

“We talked Indian and sent
messages when need be,” said
Charles Chibitty, one of the code-
talkers. “It was quicker to use
telephones and radios to send
messages because Morse code had
to be decoded and the Germans
could decode them. We used
telephones and radios to talk Indian

then wrote it in English and gave it
to the commanding officer.”

Two Comanches were assigned
to each of the divisions’ three
infantry units - the 8%, 12" and 22"
regiments. They could send coded
messages from the front line to
division headquarters, where other
Comanches decoded the messages.
With units such as the 4" Signal
Company contributing to the
motorized division combined arms
team, the 4™ ID eventually met all
training requirements and became
ready for combat operations.

On June 6, 1944, at 6:30 a.m.,
four companies of the 8" Infantry
Regiment splashed ashore at Utah
Beach and charged through the
water to storm the German beach
defenses. However they had landed
2,000 yards south of the planned
beach, which was more heavily
defended in comparison to the light
defenses encountered on the new
beach.

After a personal reconnaissance,
Brig. Gen. Theodore Roosevelt Jr.,
who had landed in the first wave,
decided to exploit the opportunity
and ordered the landing craft with
the reinforcements, equipment and
supplies to capitalize on the 8"
regiment’s success.

For his cool and calm leadership
on the beach, Roosevelt was
awarded the division’s first Medal of
Honor.

Soon, Col. James Van Fleet led
the 8" regiment as it took five forts
and cleared a two-mile stretch of the
Cherbourg Peninsula within two
hours. The rest of the 4" Division
soon poured ashore and quickly
moved the armor and engineer units
into the enemy positions behind the
beach.

One of the first radio messages
was sent by a code talker on the
beach to another on an incoming
boat. After translation, the message
said, “Five miles to the right of the
designated area and five miles
inland, the fighting is fierce and we

need help.” None of the Comanches
were killed, but two were seriously
wounded during the landings.

Barton went ashore before 11
a.m. and the entire division, along
with attached units, had landed on
Utah Beach in 15 hours with a total
of 20,000 men and 1,700 vehicles.
At the end of the day, the 4" ID had
suffered relatively low losses with
197 casualties, but only 12 killed in
action. The next day, the division
broke through the enemy lines to
link up with elements of the 82
Airborne Division at St. Mere Eglise
which had been isolated by enemy
forces. During the expansion of the
beachhead, the men of the 4" Signal
Company rapidly began establishing
the communications networks for all
types of communication systems.

A major concern for Signal
officers was that their troops lacked
effective weapons for protection
and needed armor on their messen-
ger vehicles. The 4% ID continued to
expand the beachhead and exploit
breakthroughs of the German lines
during 23 days of continuous
combat operations to secure a firm
hold on the Cherbourg Peninsula.

Barton led the 4™ division through
the breakout into France, the assault
on the Siegfried line of Germany and
during the Battle of the Bulge.

Gen. George S. Patton praised
Barton by saying, “no division
commander in France has excelled
the magnificent record of the 4®
Infantry Division which has been
almost continuously in action since
it fought its way ashore on the sixth
day of June.”

Ernest Hemingway once told
Barton that he “had one of the
greatest divisions in American
military history.”

Barton retired from the Army in
1946 and made his home in Augusta,
where he served as a leader in
community and civic organizations.
He died in 1963 and the Fort Gordon
main parade ground was named in
his honor.

Feedback

What can be
done to reduce
speeding?

Have more MPs out espe-
cially near Gate 5. (There's)
excessive speeding in that
area.

Paula Moore
DDEAMC employee

Pay attention to your own foot
on the gas pedal.

Spc. Shellita Green

E-447th Signal Battalion

(The) Only option is stiffer
penalties, stiffer fines. | don't
know what else is going to get
people's attention.

Air Force Staff Sgt. Todd
Bonner
31st Intelligence Squadron

Awareness of speed limits.
Pay attention to what you're
doing (when driving.)

Spc. Lucinda Johnson
E-447th Signal Battalion

Have more MPs. That would
help a lot. People usually slow
down when they see MPs.

Angela Moore

Family member
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Commanding General:

Maj. Gen. Janet A. Hicks
Garrison Commander:

Col. Ro