8 November 2001

INFORMATION PAPER

SUBJECT: Functional Area (FA) 53, Information Systems Management Update

1.  Purpose.  To provide an update on the status of Functional Area 53.

2.  Facts.


a.
The Information Systems Operations Leveler Course (ISOL) was fully implemented in FY01 as a prerequisite for attendance at the Information Systems Management (ISM) Course (FA53 qualification course).  The total length of training is 29 weeks, 4 days, which represents a 10 week increase in FA53 training.


b.
The School of Information Technology is continuing to improve the quality of FA53 training.  In August 2001, CISCO Academy training was introduced into the ISM Course.  This provides industry standard training utilizing SIGCEN instructors.  CISCO gives officers who complete the training a 60% discount towards taking the CISCO Certified Network Associate (CCNA) certification tests.  To date, nine FA53 officers have accomplished this level of certification.


c. 
OCOS is developing a marketing plan for FA53 and FA24 (Telecommunications Systems Engineering).  The goal is education about the Signal Regiment functional areas and professional development opportunities for functional area officers and those interested in our functional areas.  Two major components of the marketing plan are:

· Informational and professional development mailings to officers Functional Area Designated as FA53/24.  This targets captains in their 5th year of service.

· FA Professional Development Days.  A SIGCEN/PERSCOM team will visit various posts throughout the Army to meet with current FA53/24 officers and those interested in FA53/24.  
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